What is claimed is: 

1. A method for delivering a customized video presentation to a user, the method 
comprising: 

searching, based on a user criterion, at least one video asset to thereby identify a 
subset of the video asset containing portions corresponding to the user criterion; 

calculating segments of the video asset, the segments comprising the corresponding 
portions and portions adjacent to the corresponding portions, where the adjacent portions are 
relevant to the corresponding portions and the user criterion; 

accessing the segments within the video asset to thereby form the customized video 
presentation; and 

making contents of the customized video presentation available to the user for 
viewing. 

2. The method of claim 1 , wherein said searching includes forwarding a segment request 
to a database storing the at least one video asset, and further wherein said calculating includes 
designating pointers that identify beginning and end portions of the segments. 

3. The method of claim 2, wherein said making contents of the customized video 
presentation available to the user for viewing further comprises making the pointers available 
to the user for selection. 

4. The method of claim 3, wherein video segments are streamed to the user upon 
selection of at least one clip pointer by the user. 

5. The method of claim 3, wherein the segments are combined for continuous delivery of 
the customized video presentation to the user. 

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the user criterion includes search terms or phrases 
input by the user. 

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the user criterion is included in a pre-defined user 
profile. 
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8. The method of claim 7, further comprising periodically notifying the user when the 
customized video presentation becomes available. 

9. The method of claim 7, wherein the customized video presentation is assembled and 
delivered automatically at periodic intervals. 

10. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

providing the user with the ability to negotiate among and between the segments. 

1 1 . The method of claim 10, wherein searching the video asset comprises searching the 
video asset based on text corresponding to an audio portion associated with the video asset. 

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the text is either closed-captioning text associated 
with the video asset, speech-recognition text generated by speech recognition software 
operating on the audio portion, or a manually-generated transcription of the audio portion. 

13. The method of claim 11, wherein said calculating segments of the video asset is based 
on the text. 

14. The method of claim 1 1 , wherein said calculating segments of the video asset is 
performed using multimodal story segmentation algorithms. 

15. The method of claim 1, wherein the customized video presentation is streamed to the 
user over a network. 

16. The method of claim 1, wherein the customized video presentation is downloaded to 
the user's local computer. 

17. The method of claim 1, further comprising interlacing advertisements in between at 
least some of the combined video segments in the customized video presentation. 
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18. The method of claim 1 , wherein the customized video presentation is delivered to a 
television of the user via a set top box. 

19. The method of claim 1, wherein the searching is performed on a plurality of video 
assets of different sources. 

20. The method of claim 1, wherein the video asset is a video file, a live broadcast, a 
video stream or a video tape. 

21. A system for delivering a customized video presentation comprising video clips to a 
user, comprising: 

a video capture device operable to receive a plurality of video inputs; 

a video database operable to store the plurality of video inputs and text associated 
with the video inputs; 

a video server operable to search the video inputs within the video database in 
accordance with a user criterion and based on the text, the video server being further operable 
to extract from the video inputs video clips corresponding to the user criterion and combine 
the video clips into a customized video presentation to be made available for delivery to the 
user in whole or in part, 

wherein the video server determines a length of each video clip by including only 
portions corresponding to the user criteria and surrounding portions that relate to the 
corresponding portions. 

22. The system of claim 21 , wherein the video server determines clip pointers designating 
beginning and end portions of the video clips, and further wherein the clip pointers are made 
available to the user to thereby select at least one of the video clips for viewing. 

23. The system of claim 22, wherein a video clip corresponding to a clip pointer is 
streamed to the user upon selection of the clip pointer by the user. 

24. The system of claim 21 , further comprising: 

a multimedia delivery server to interface with the video server and a multimedia 
delivery client accessed by the user; and 
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a profile database for storing the user criterion. 



25. The system of claim 21, wherein said profile database serves as a basis for searches 
performed by the video server on behalf of the user. 

26. The system of claim 21, wherein the video server search the video inputs based on 
text corresponding to an audio portion associated with the video inputs. 

27. The system of claim 21, wherein the text is either closed-captioning text associated 
with the video inputs, speech-recognition text generated by speech recognition software 
operating on the audio portion, or a manually-generated transcription of the audio portion. 

28. The system of claim 21, wherein the video server determines a length of each video 
clip based on multimodal story segmentation algorithms. 

29. The system of claim 21 , further comprising a set top box for receiving the customized 
video presentation from the video server and thereafter displaying all or part of the 
customized video presentation on a television of the user. 

30. The system of claim 21, wherein the customized video presentation is created and 
delivered to the user periodically according to a pre-determined schedule. 

31. The system of claim 21, wherein the video server periodically notifies the user when 
the customized video presentation becomes available. 

32. The method of claim 21, wherein the customized video presentation is downloaded to 
the user's local computer. 

33. A system for receiving a customized video show, comprising: 
a software client installed on a device of a user; and 

an interface for interacting with the software client to input a user search criterion, 
thereby providing search parameters for searching a plurality of video inputs and accessing 
at least a portion of the video inputs that comprises the customized video show, 
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wherein the user selects, via the software client, at least a portion of the customized 
video show for viewing. 

34. The system of claim 33, wherein the software client presents identifying portions of 
subtopics of the video show, whereby the user selects at least one of the subtopics for 
viewing. 



35. The system of claim 33, wherein the user requests that discrete components of the 
customized video show be automatically combined for continuous streaming to the user. 

36. The system of claim 33, wherein the user interface is a web page. 

37. The system of claim 33, wherein the user device is a set top box attached to a 
television of the user. 



38. The system of claim 33, wherein the user archives the at least a portion of the 
customized video show, whereby the at least a portion of the customized video show is made 
available to other users of a peer-to-peer network of which the user is a member. 

39. The system of claim 33, wherein the user downloads, via the software client, the 
customized video show for at least temporary storage on a local computer. 

40. The system of claim 33, wherein the customized video show is streamed to the user 
via the software client. 



41 . The system of claim 33, wherein the search criterion is a predetermined user profile. 

42. The system of claim 41 , wherein the user requests, via the software client, notification 
of availability of the customized video show. 

43. The system of claim 41 , wherein the user requests, via the software client, periodic 
delivery of customized video shows as they become available. 
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44. The system of claim 33, wherein the user receives, via email, pointers identifying 
beginning and end portions of subsections of the customized video show. 

45. The system of claim 44, wherein the user receives an email attachment linked to the 
entire customized video show. 



46. A method for providing a customized video presentation to a user, comprising: 
identifying, in response to a request from the user, clip pointers that identify, based on 

text associated with video inputs, beginning and end portions of video clips within the video 
inputs; 

making the clip pointers available to the user; and 

accessing the video inputs for delivery to the user a video clip corresponding to a clip 
pointer selected by the user. 

47. The method of claim 46, wherein the user request is received as a portion of an 
individualized user profile stored within a database. 

48. The method of claim 47, wherein the clip pointers are identified based on the user 
profile as the video inputs are received. 

49. The method of claim 47, wherein the clip pointers are periodically identified to the 
user according to a predetermined schedule. 

50. The method of claim 47, wherein the clip pointers are made available to the user upon 
a demand by the user. 

5 1 . The method of claim 46, wherein all of the identified video clips are automatically 
combined and continuously streamed to the user. 
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